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Heb. xiii. 7. 


Remember them who have the rule 
over you, who have ſpoken unto 
you the word of God : whoſe faith 
follow, conſidering the end of their 


converſation, 


HIS epiſtle was manifeſtly writ 
ten with a deſign to confirm the 
believing Hebrews in the profeſ- 

ſion of Jeſus Chriſt, For this 

purpoſe the author proves by various arguments 
judiciouſly choſen, and managed with admi- 
rable skill, that the chriſtian inſtitution far ex- 
cels the law of Moſes on divers accounts : and 
repreſents to them the dreadful conſequences 
of apoſtacy, with the glorious rewards of con- 
ſtancy and perſeverance. In the eleventh chapter 
he ſhews them the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of 
faith, by ſetting before them the example of 


K. ſeveral of their own anceſtors, who by a firm 


belief in God had obtained great bleſſings, over- 
come the moſt powerful temptations, and pa- 
tiently endured the worſt of evils. But as 
thoſe things which are neareſt generally ſtrike 
us with greateſt force, he exhorts them in the 
text to remember and imitate the ſtedfaſtneſs of 
| — 
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(4) 
their own miniſters, who were but lately de- 
ceaſed. That they had loſt ſome of their m1-. 
niſters before this time will appear extremely 
probable, if we conſider that this epiſtle was 


written about thirty years after the aſcenſion of 


Chriſt ; not to one church, but to all the chur- 


ches of the believing Hebrews z which were un- 


doubtedly many, as is plain from the words of 
St. Paul *. Beſides, they who were placed over 
the churches of Chriſt at firſt, were generally 
men in years, from whence they were called 
Elders f: which makes it the more probable 
that ſome of them had departed this life before 
the date of this epiſtle. As ſome might be re- 


moved from them by natural death, ſo others, tis 


very likely, might ſuffer martyrdom when per- 
ſecution raged with + ſo much fierceneſs. We 
know St. Stephen and St. James were put to 
death. And it may be reaſonably thought he 
would ſpeak of ſuch as were deceaſed ; becauſe 
they were the fitteſt to be propoſed as examples 
of perſeverance : but what is ſo reaſonable in 
it ſelf, is evident from his expreſſions in the 


text. When he ſpeaks of the living #1, he does 


not exhort to remember them ; becauſe theſe 
being with them were not proper objects of 
their remembrance ; and therefore they, whom 
they ought to remember, were not living with 


them, but abſent by death. When he ſays, 


who have ſpuken to you the word of God, it 1m- 
plies, that they did not then continue to ſpeak 
it, butwere filent in the grave. By the end of their 


_ converſation, he means not the end which they 


pro- 


„I Theſ.ii. 14. Gal. i. 22. See alſo Act. ix. 21, 32. 
I TIgeo furregt Þ+ Acts xxvi. 10. II Ver. 17. This it 
plainly the ſenſe of the original. AyalleweotvTes mv *xBacuw © 


evareggins: Ares ęsęns, Cons, Heſych. He ſeems to have refer: 
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naturally ariſe out of theſe words. 


(5) 
propoſed to themſelves in their actions, but the 
concluſion of their lives, or chriſtian race, which 


ſuppoſes them to be dead. Therefore theſe 


words ſhould not have been tranſlated, Remember 


them who have the rule over you; but, f your rulers, 
or them who have had the rule over you, who have 
ſpoken to you the word of God ; whoſe faith fol- 
low, confidering the end of their converſation : 
that is, how well they ended their lives. 
What was their caſe and duty at that time 1s 
made our own, in ſome reſpe&, by the death of 
our dear brother, whoſe remains lie before us ; 
who for many years has preached the word of 


God to this congregation, and has now finiſhed 


his courſe with joy. 
In explaining theſe words to you upon this 


_ occaſion, I propoſe to conſider, 


I. The deſcription of the deceaſed miniſters 
of the Hebrews, Dio have had the rule over you, 


who have ſpoken to. you the word of God. 


II. Wherein they were to remember them, not 


only as preachers of the word, but as examples 


of ſtedfaſtneſs: Conſidering the end of their con- 
ve ſation. 


IIT, The end for which they are exhorted to 


rememberthem, that they might fo/low their faith. 


IV. The obligation they were under to re- 
member them, ariſing chiefly from the relation 
between them: H/ho have had the rule over you, 


V. I ſhall make ſome inferences, which will 


I The Greek word Hyper, will bear this rendering. 


I. 
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I. Iam to conſider the deſcription of the de- 
ceaſed miniſters of the Hebrews, as they had the 


rule over them, and had ſpoken to them the word of 


God which two things comprehend the whole 
work of the miniſters of the goſpel. 'They 
had the rule over them, being ſome of the a- 
poltles themſelves; or other Fleiples of Chriſt, 
to whom they had committed the care of parti- 


cular churches. But from this and other like 
expreſſions, we muſt not conceive that the 


miniſters of the goſpel have power to make laws, 
and to govern the church of Chriſt as they will, 
He is the ſole lawgiver and head of his church, 
and has not given his miniſters power to alter his 


inſtitutions, and to impoſe what laws they pleaſe 
upon his people. Much leſs have they a right to 


erect courts of inquiſition, and to condemn thoſe 
to corporal puniſhments who will not ſubmit to 
their dictates: All impoſitions and coercive 
meaſures are moſt contrary to the ſpirit and de- 

ſign of Chriſt, who came not to be miniſtred to, 
Fut to miniſter ; not to deſtroy, but to ſave the lives 
of men. He ſeverely rebuked the over-zealous 


ſons of Zebedee, when they would have called 


down fire from heaven upon the inhoſpitable Sa- 
maritanes; and commanded all his diſciples not to 
affect an arbitrary dominion and imperious rule 
over their brethren ; but in imitation of him, 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves by exerciſing their abi- 
lities for the ſervice and good of all, * But 


Jeſus call'd them to him and ſaid, Ve know.that the 


princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, 
and they who are great exerciſe authority upon them. 
But it ſhall uot be ſo among you : but whoſoever will be 
great among you, let him be your miniſter, And who- 
ſoever 

* Matt. xx. 25, 26, 27: | 
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ſoever will be chief among you, let him be your mi- 
niſter. The apoſtles themſelves only pretended 
to deliver to men thoſe doctrines and laws of 
Chriſt, which were to be the rule of their faith 
and behaviour : but * claimed not a dominion 
over their faith, nor aſſumed a power to change 
the original inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt. St. Paul f 
tells the Galatians, that tho he or an angel from 
heaven ſhould preach any other goſpel than that which 
he had preached to them at firſt, they ſhould not 


receive it. Nothing can be more contrary to 


thoſe qualifications which are required of mi- 
niſters in the ſcripture, nor to thoſe injunctions 
which are given them by the apoſtles, than to 
exerciſe a tyrannical power over the conſciences 
of men, in order to advance themſelves: and 
ſevere will be the doom of thoſe who ſmite their 
fellow ſervants, inſtead of inſtructing them with 
meekneſs, and convincing them by ſolid argu- 
ments. When the Lord + comes, he will appoint 


ſuch their portion with hypocrites, He has not there- 


fore impower'd his miniſters to give laws, or 
impoſe articles of faith; which would be 
to reſign his kingdom and power into thoſe 
hands, which are not fit to be intruſted with 
them; and to! ſubje& his moſt perfect inſtituti- 


on to perpetual changes and innovations. 
How ſad the effects of this would be, may 


be ſeen from the ſtate of that church, whoſe 
miniſters have aſſumed an arbitrary power; in 


which the moſt ſenſeleſs opinions are impoſed 


on men as articles of faith under the ſevereſt 


penalties, and the word of God is detain'd 
from the people to make way for their own 


_ traditions. But tho our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 


not given his miniſters a deſpotick power over 


-.-— "—_ 
F 2 Corgi, 24, FChap,i,8, + Matt, xxiv. 48,51, 


his church, yet he has given them commiſſion 
and authority to declare his will, to adminiſter 


his ordinances, and to perform thoſe offices 
which are for the good of his people. No 


ſociety can be maintain'd in a happy ſtate, un- 


leſs ſome good order and government be pre- 
ſerv'd; there muſt be a regular method for 
the admiſſion of new members; ſome rules of 
behaviour to be obſerv'd towards one another; 
certain conditions fix'd, on which they are to 
enjoy the privileges and immunities of the ſo- 
ciety; ſome proper perſons appointed to whoſe 
care and inſpection theſe things are committed, 
that there may be no diſorder and confuſion, 
and what is neceſſary for the common good may 
not be neglected. Now it being the will of 
our Lord that his people ſhould form them- 


ſelves into religious ſocieties for their mu- 


tual aſſiſtance, and the better maintaining his 
inſtitution in the world, he has directed that 
fit perſons be regularly choſen and ſolemnly 
ordain'd to perform thoſe offices which are for 
the good of the whole body. His miniſters 
therefore are not lords over their flocks, but 
officers under him the great ſhepherd and biſhop 
, ſouls, who are to act according to his di- 
rections and laws. All their power and au- 
thority conſiſt in performing the ſeveral parts 
of their function to which they are called by 
the church; in explaining the doctrine and 
laws of Chriſt, as he intimates in theſe words: 
ho then is a faithful and wiſe ſervant, whom 
the Lord hath made ruler over his houſe to give 
them meat in due ſeaſon 2 in receiving thoſe in- 
to communion who have a right to it; in re- 
proving them who act amiſs, as St, Paul in- 
| forms 
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forms us :* And we beſeech you, brethren, to know 
them who are over you in the Lord, and admo- 
niſo yo; neither as + being Lords over God's heri- 
tage, but being enſamples to the flock ; in decla- 
ring them excluded from communion, whom 
the ſociety judges unworthy. This is the ut- 
moſt of their power, the weapons of whoſe 
warfare are not carnal but ſpiritual ; who ought 
to teach, perſuade, intreat and reprove, but 
have no authority to uſe external force and 
compulſion: who muſt ſo rule as yet to be the 
Fſervants of the church for Jeſus's ſake, and muſt 
Therefore obſerve his laws, but have no right to- 
impoſe their own. The word therefore may 
be allowed to expreſs that juſt authority which 
biſhops and elders have in thoſe churches over 
which they are ordained ; provided it be alſo 


acknowledged, that it conſiſts in ruling. ac- 


cording to the laws of Chriſt, in guiding them 
by a good example, and directing them by his 
laws, as the original word ſignifies, and the next 
clauſe, who have ſpoken to you the word of God, ſeems 
to import. The goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is thus cal- 


led, becauſe it originally comes from God, and 


contains a declaration of his will to mankind: 


Therein he has given us a clear and certain 


knowledge of many important truths which 


were Wholly unknown, or but obſcurely un- 


derſtood before. He has ſhewn us in what 
way he will accept of returning ſinners; how 
we muſt worſhip him ; that there will be a 


reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 


unjuſt ; and what will be the ſtate of good 


and bad men after this life. To theſe great 


truths is added, a moſt complete body of laws 
for the government of our temper and actions 


- 1 Theſ. v. „ reer e.. iv. 5. 
In 
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in every relation and ſtate of life. Theſe 
principles and laws are not deliver'd to us as 
probable only, like the opinions and rules of 
the philoſophers; but as thoſe things which 
the ſupreme Being requires us to believe and 
practiſe, as conditions of our enjoying his fa- 


vour and eternal life. This goſpel had been 


preach'd to the Hebrews by their miniſters, 


who had not only converted them to the 


faith, but inſtructed them in the ſeveral prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Chriſt, and explain- 
ed to them the rules of the chriſtian practice. 

Tis the buſineſs of all miniſters of the goſpel 


to preach the word. Feed my ſheep, ſays our | 


Lord to St. Peter; and the ſame injunction 
St. Paul gives to the elders of the church 
at Epheſus; * Take heed therefore unto your 


ſelves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of 
God, which he has purchaſed with his own blood. 


In the diſcharge of this part of their office 
great faithfulneſs is requir'd, that they may not 
mix the pure word of God with their own or 
other men's inventions; that they may not ſhun 
to declare the whole counſel of God, nor yet 


deliver any thing as his will which is not de- 
clar'd in the ſcriptures. An exceſs on this hand 
is to be avoided as carefully as a defect on the 
other, it being forbidden to add to, as well as 


to take from the word of God. 


The ſureſt way to avoid theſe extremes, is to 
imitate our bleſſed Lord and his holy apoſtles, 
the moſt perfect models of good preaching. They 
explain and enforce the rules of living, as well 


as open the gracious method of our redemption. 


They deliver the great truths of our holy reli- I 
gion without any of thoſe metaphyſical ſubtle- J 
| ties, 


Acts xx. 28, 
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ties, which have raiſed ſo many hurtful diſputes, 
and teach the chriſtian worſhip without thoſe 
burdenſome ceremonies, with which it has been 
encumbred in the church of Rome by ſuperſtitious 
and deſigning men. | 

II. Wherein they were to remember their de- 
ceaſed miniſters ; not only as preachers of the 
word, but as examples of ſtedfaſtneſs, confidering 
the end of their converſation. To be ſure they 
could not reflect on the death of ſuch excellent 
inſtructors without ſorrow and trouble, nor 
mention their names without honour and reſpect; 
but what could it ſignify to extol their endow- 
ments, and commend their virtues, if all this had 
no good effect upon their own practice? They 
could not properly remember them as thoſe who 
had ſpoken to them the word of God; unleſs 
they firmly adher'd to their doctrine, and made 
it the rule of their lives. It was their duty to re- 
colle& thoſe earneſt exhortations to purity and 
ſtedfaſtneſs, which they had given them in pub- 
lick and private, that they might not be loſt 
upon them, but have their due influence upon 
their conduct. They ought not to forget, but to 
fix upon their minds thoſe motives to perſeve- 


rance which they had often heard from their 


mouths, that theſe might continually determine 
their choice, and inſpire them with good reſoluti- 
ons. They were concern'd not only to obſerve their 
inſtructions, advice and exhortations, but alſo 


to conſider their exemplary lives. He repreſents 


them to be ſuch as had preach'd to them by their 
converſation as well as by their diſcourſes, and 
had been bright examples of thoſe virtues which 
they had recommended to their practice. Their 
own manners became their holy profeſſion, and 
were worthy of their publick character; and 


therefore they ought to follow their ſteps as 
„ faith- 


faithful guides, who had not only ſhewn them 
the way, but had gone beiore them in it with 
reſolution and . ee They were to imitate 
the meekneſs of their ſpirits, and the purity of 
their converſation; their noble contempt of this 
world, and great patience in bearing affliction. 
They ſhould review their lives, that they might 
from thence ſee how to govern their affections 
toward preſent things, and to be contented 
in their condition, as appears from the pre- 


ceding verſe. But that on which he chiefly 


exhorts them to fix their eyes, is the end of their 


holy converſation, or the concluſion of their 


lives, and the manner of their leaving this world. 
Their end was anſwerable to the former part 
of their life, and crown'd with complete victory 
over all temptations. Tho they were men of like 


paſſions with themſelves, and had alſo ſuffer'd 


great loſſes and hardſhips ; yet they were not 
caſt down, diſcouraged, nor overcome by any 
of their dangers and ſufferings, but held faſt 


their integrity, and died in the chriſtian faith 
and practice, Nay, ſome of them had not only 


perſevered thro? other trials, but had ſealed their 

doctrine with their own blood. St. Janes, as I 
intimated before, and others, counted not their 
own lives dear to them, but bravely ſacrific'd 
them to the intereſt of their bleſſed maſter, and 
the hopes of a joyful reſurre&ion, But then the 
great ſufterings and violent death which ſome of 
their miniſters had undergone, might rather fill 
em With fear and dread, than with courage and 
reſolution; unleſs they had been enabled to bear 


them with patienceand comfort. We muſt ſuppoſe 


| him therefore to have a farther view, and to 
adviſe them to remember what an end they 


made, and how decently and chearfully they 


y ent off the ſtage of this world; that they were 
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pot forſaken, but powerfully ſupported in all their 


trials; and were enabled to meet death with cou- 
rage, and to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
What raviſhing views of his exalted ſaviour and ap- 
proaching glory had St. Stephen,when he was ready 
to expire under the hands of his mercileſs country- 
men? How juſtly might this animate them to fol- 
low the ſteps of their pious guides, ſince they alſo 
might find as great ſatisfaction in ſuffering for a 
good conſcience, and had reaſon from hence to ex- 
pect all neceſſary aſſiſtance and ſupport ? They could 
not but pronounce them happy, who had fought a 
good fight and kept the faith. Tho ſome of them 
had but a rough paſlage out of this world, yet it was 
ſhort, and ſoon carry d them to the haven of eter- 
nal reſt, Whether they died a natural or a violent 


death, they gained infinitely by dying. They 


were at once releaſed from all the common pains 


and ſorrows of this life, and placed above the reach 


of cruel perſecutors : they were paſt all danger of 
falling, and had nothing before them but an eternity 
of perfect joy and felicity, Now if they did not 


only keep in mind their exhortations, and conſider 


their lives; but alſo remember'd how comfortably 


{| ſome of them were carry'd thro? the moſt cruel ſuffer- 


ings, and what unſpeakable glory and happineſs all 


of them gain'd by their perſeyerance; they ought 
not ſurely to be diſcourag'd and driven back by any 
{ difficulties, but ſhould reſolutely adhere to their 


chriſtian profeſſion, and ſteddily follow the ſteps of 


I their ſpiritual guides, This brings me to the 


IIId Thing, or the end for which they are ex- 
horted to remember their miniſters; that they might 


ollow their faith . What he intends by faith may 
be judged from the deſign and former part of this 


a 
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epiſtle. He cautions them againſt that diffidence 
and unbelief * which made their } fathers fall in the 
wilderneſs ; and exhorts them to take heed, leſt there 
ſhould be in any of them an evil heart of unbelief in depart- 
ing from the living God. By faith therefore, he means 
a ſincere belief in God, according to the chriſtian 
religion, and a ſure dependance on the promiſes of 
that bleſſed life and immortality, which are brought 
to light by the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. The belief of 
a future ſtate of perfect reſt and joy is the moſt effec- 
tual remedy againſt the fear of dying, and the ſtrong- 
eſt conſolation under all ſufferings for a good conſci- 
ence. He therefore excites them, as I ſaid, in the 
eleventh chapter to imitate thoſe great men, who in 
former times had gone thro' divers ſufferings with 
unconquerable patience,becauſe they had truſted in 


God, and expected an eternal reward. Above all, he 
directs them, To look untoFeſus, the author and finiſher of 
the faith ; who for the joy which was ſet before him, endured 
the croſe, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down on the right 


hand of the throne of God t. This faith in the pro- 


miſes of God, and hope of glory thro' Jeſus Chriſt, 


had carry'd their deceaſed miniſters thro' all their 
labours with comfort, and had been their great ſup- 
port in all trials. They ſtedfaſtly perſevered, becauſe 


they walked by faith, not by fight ; not looking at the 
things which are ſeen and are temporal, but at the things 


which are not ſeen and are eternal, They kept their 


innocence, notwithſtanding all the allurements of 


preſent eaſe and pleaſure ; becauſe their affections 


were chiefly ſet on thoſe everlaſting pleaſures they 


hoped to enjoy in heaven. This likewiſe was their 


victory over all the terrors of this world, even 


their faith, which made all preſent things contemp- 


tible in their eyes, when ſet in competition with 


their future inheritance ; all evils light, when put in 


the | 


* Ch. iv. 11. F Ch. fi. 12: K Ch. Xii. 2. 


8 ſters any farther than they teach and practice what 
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the ſcales againſt that eternal weight of glory which 
they expected. He dire&s them therefore to con- 
ſider how their miniſters had kept their integrity,and 
chearfully ſuffer d evil in hope of a bleſſed immorta- 
lity, that they might not relapſe into unbelief; but 
might likewiſe continue ſtedfaſt in the expectation of 
the glorious rewards of another life as revealed in 
the goſpel. But in order to imitate their faith, they 
ought not only to live in the expectation of a future 
recompence, but to be ſuitably influenc'd by their 
hope, and to act as became thoſe who were really 
perſuaded of the truth of the divine promiſes, and 
the reality of the inviſible world. They ſhould 


faithfully perſevere to the end of their lives, neither 
renouncing their holy profeſſion, nor their chriſtian 


practice for fear of any preſent evils, or for any tem- 


poral advantages; but on the contrary be ſtedfaſt 


in the belief of Jeſus Chriſt, and live righteouſly in 
hope of eternal ſalvation. The original word in- 


deed ſometimes ſignifies fidelity, and in this ſenſe 
it may be taken in our text; but tho we take it as 


here tranſlated, it will amount to the ſame thing, 
ſince they were obliged to imitate the ſincerity of 


their faith, and in conſequence of their expecting a 


blefled reſurrection, to perſevere in a holy life, and 
bear evils patiently, that they might be as happy in 
theirend as their paſtors were who died in the Lord. 
proceed, ; 

IV, To conſider the obligation they were under to 
remember their deceaſed miniſters, that they might 


folow their faith. Chriſtians are not indeed oblig d 


to receive by an implicit faith, whatever their mini- 


ſters ſay, and to yield a blind obedience to their 


authority. The laws of Chriſt are to be their 


I rule, and his life their great pattern; and conſe- 


quently they cannot be bound to follow their mini- 
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| e 
is agreeable to his doctrine and example. This, I an 
ſure, is all the regard which St. Paul claims fron 
the Corinthians; Be ye folowers of me, even as I alſo a 
of Chriſt. But then our writer is ſpeaking of tho, 
miniſters, whoſe doctrine and lives were. plain 
conſonant to the commands and example of Chril 
and therefore the Hebre ws were engag'd to hear thei 
inſtructions, and follow their practice. All pious ex 
am ples are uſeful, and ought to be regarded, becauſ 
they direct and encourage us to do good: For thi 
reaſon, he exhorts the Hebrews to be folownfh mi 
of them, who thro faith and patience inherit the promiſes 
But other examples being more diſtant, could noi 
give ſo great a light as that of thoſe excellent men 
with whom they had long and familiarly convers' 
Their tate was much the ſame, and in them the 
had ſeen thoſe virtues exemplified, which they were 
more eſpecially called to practiſe. They might more 
eaſily trace their ſteps, who were but juſt gone be 
fore them; and were therefore more particularly o 
blig'd to follow them. But the obligation riſes 
higher, when we conſider that they were not 
only more near and ſuitable patterns, but alſo 
their own miniſters. There is no relation be- 
tween men, but there muſt ariſe particular ob- 
ligations from thence, which make it theit 
duty to act ſuitably towards one another. For 
what end were theſe miniſters ſent to explain tc 
them the doctrines of Chriſt, and to ſet them 2 
good example, but that they might underſtand and 
1 their duty, and be confirm'd in the faith 
by their good counſels, and holy converſation ? Ii © 
their miniſters were bound to ſpeak to them the 
word of God, and to guide them by their actions, 
as well as by their doctrines, it was certainly their 
duty to regard their inſtructions, and to tread in they 
| Eps. 


* 1 Cor. xi. 1. f Ch. vi. 1I. 


* 
ſteps. The good inſtructions they rece ivd from them 
were not only for preſent uſe, but for the conduet 
of their whole lives; and therefore were not to be 
buried with them, but to be obſerv'd after their de- 
parture. The religion of Jeſus Chriſt, which they 
deliver'd to them, is not to ceaſe, but to remain in 
force to the end of the World; for which reaſon 
it demanded an unſhaken adherence. To have had 
miniſters, who did not only inſtruct them by their 
diſcourſes, but were likewiſe patterns of purity 
and conſtancy, was no ſmall advantage. This 
might render their precepts more plain, and make 
them more eaſily remembred. What we read or 
hear is apt to ſlip out of our thoughts; but what 
we ſee makes a deeper impreſſion, and is not ſo 
ſoon forgotten. We can better underſtand how to 
act in any particular caſe by ſeeing the good actions 
of others, than by the belt directions. Many 
things, which we cannot clearly perceive when 
we only hear them, become extremely plain when 
we ſee them acted before our eyes. The example 
of their leaders might likewiſe remove all diſcou- 
ragement, doubting, and fears, and give them good 
hope of ſucceſs in working out their own ſalvation. 
From thence they might ſee that all the directions 
of their miniſters were practicable, and that the 
bleſſing of God would never be wanting to them, 
if they did not negle& what was requir'd on their 
part. Now this might induce them to remember 
and imitate their miniſters, becauſe all advanrages 
here enjoy'd muſt be accounted for in the great 
day of judgment. And ſince all men muſt ren- 
der an account of the means and opportuni- 
ties, of the exhortations and helps which are 
afforded them; they could not but think that 
their having had the benefit of ſuch great lights 
irland faithful te be brought into * 
reck- 
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reckoning. If they did not perſiſt in their holy || re! 
practice, and hold faſt their profeſſion, notwith- || pil 
ſtanding all difficulties, they would be the more || thi 
inexcuſable, becauſe their miniſters had neglected WI 
nothing on their part; but had done what they lat 
could to perſuade and encourage them, by propo- I me 
ſing the moſt inviting motives of the goſpel, and || ly 
leaving them a good example of conſtancy. The inc 
way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt was one and the Ive 
ſame to them and their miniſters, obedience to his || the 
commands, and patient ſuffering for his ſake. - Nu f ter 
every one, who ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter thc 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he who doth the vil i the 
of my father who is in heaven. And if any MarYere 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up Fjud 
his croſs, and follow me r. It was their duty there- (cr 
fore to imitate the faith and perſeverance of I ſpe 
their miniſters, if they would enter into that Noth 
bleſſed place, whither they were gone before I not 
them. 5 „ | 
V. Having thus explain'd the text, I ſhallſj wo 
now proceed to ſome inferences which ſeem na-Yya 
turally to ariſe out of the preſent ſubject. And, Yang 


1. We ſhould avoid all wrong methods of ſhew-fror 
ing our reſpe& to the memory of departed mini- Inot 
ſters. The greateſt honour we can do them is Nidh 
to tranſcribe their ſhining virtues into our own 
temper and lives. *T'is not evil indeed to perpe-Inal 
tuate their names by erecting monuments, but to ed 
neglect their virtues at the ſame time is a great had 

fault. Some ſhew their remembrance of thoſe who ties 
have had the rule over them by various me-IJwas 
thods, which are far from being ſo innocent asſbut 
this, and are a great diſgrace to the chriſtiian fed. 

| | 5 To: religion. rep 

Mat. Vii. 21. + Mat. xvi, 24. led, 
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religion. They worſhip their relicks and go long 
pilgrimages to their temples; they bow before 
their images, and pray to them as interceſſors 
with God, which is groſs ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry, injurious to the honour of our bleſſed 
mediator, and moſt directly contrary to his ho- 
ly inſtirution. We ſee none of theſe things 
indeed among proteſtants, but there 1s one 
way of idolizing deceaſed miniſters, from which 
they cannot be excuſed. More regard is too of- 


ten paid to their opinion and writings, than to 


thoſe of the holy apoſtles. With ſome the au- 
thority of Luther, Calvin, Arminius, and other 
great men, is in ſuch high eſteem, that their 
judgment is made the rule of faith, and the 
ſcripture it ſelf muſt be ſtrained and forced to 
ſpeak their ſentiments. But now tho theſe and 
other reformers were excellent men, yet they were 
not infallible; and we muſt make a great diffe- 
rence between them and thoſe who ſpake the 
word of God to the Hebrews. The Goſpel 
was preach d to the Hebrews by the apoſtles 
and their inſpired companions, who committed 
to writing the doctrine which they receiv'd 
from Jeſus Chriſt; and therefore they were 


Inot only oblig'd to follow their example, but to 
Iidhere inviolably to their doctrine; but all who 
Flave lived ſince thoſe times were bound to 
Inake the ſcripture their rule, and are to be tri- 


ed by the ſcripture. And ſo many corruptions 
had crept in thro? a long courſe of dark centu- 


Jries, that 'tis no wonder if the reformation 
Jvas not brought to a juſt perfection at once, 
Put ſomething was left for them who ſucceed- 


ed. We ſhould not therefore. have ſo much 


J'<gard to the authority of the reformers in any 
lect, or of any deceaſed miniſters whatſoever, 


G2 


as 
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as not to examine their opinions by the bible; 
but ſhould form our judgment and govern our 
actions by this rule, tho we are obliged to diſ- 
ſent from them. An immoderate veneration 
for the dead, has made the good wiſhes and 
pious attempts of the living unſucceſsful, and put 
a ſtop to the good work of the reformation ; 
has prevented the reſtoring primitive chriſtianity, 
and with that the union of chriſtians, 


2. If chriſtians ought to remember their mini- 
ſters, their miniſters ought to do things worthy of 
remembrance. They muſt preach with ſuch ſe— 
riouſneſs and gravity, diſcharge every part of 
their office with ſuch diligence and impartiali- 
ty, that they may not only be eſteemed while 
they live, but may be remembered with ho- 
nour when they have finiſhed their courſe, For 
this end they muſt not feed their flocks with ſuch 
thin and empty {peculations as are of little or no im- 
portance, and better forgotten perhaps than remem- 
bered : but inſtruct them in the true grounds of the 
chriſtian religion, in the plain and neceſlary princi- 
ples of our holy faith, in the whole compaſs of 
their chriſtian duries, eſpecially in thoſe which are 
moſt neglected. They muſt clearly explain the 
pature of that ſalvation, which Jeſus Chriſt has 


wrought out for us; and rightly ſtare the terms on 
which it is to be enjoy'd. Theſe things are neceſ- 
ſary for all to underſtand, and well deſerve to be im- 


printed in their memories. They muſt ſo affecti- 
onately warn them againſt all ſin, more particularly 
againſt thoſe which are moſt prevailing and apt to 


entangle them; ſo earneſtly preſs upon their con- 


ſciences the neceſſity of a holy life ; ſo faith- 
fully reprove them, when there is occaſion, that 
their words may lie with great weight upon their 


minds, 


r 
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minds, and influence their practice, after their de- 
parture. But as the moſt uſeful diſcourſes from the 
ulpit will not gain them reſpect, nor the moſt 
ſeaſonable admonitions be regarded, while they 
are living, without a holy converſation : ſo nei- 
ther will it be much to their honour to be re- 
member'd as good preachers, if they have not alſo 
been exemplary in their lives. They muſt not on- 


ly endeavour to preach well, but to be an example 
of the believers in word, in converſation, in charity, in 


ſpirit, in faith, in purity *. Their pious actions 
may, perhaps, leave a more laſting impreſſion than 
the moſt moving diſcourſes ; and will preach to 
their people, when their mouths are ſtopt in the 
ſilent duſt. 


3. If chriſtians ſhould thus remember their de- 
ceaſed paſtors, they ought to have due regard to the 
living : they ſhould impartially hear and conſider 
what they offer, and receive it, if they find it 
agreeable to the word of God. They ſhould at- 


tend to their diſcourſes with a ſincere deſire to 


know their duty, and with a hearty reſolution to 
practiſe it, however contrary to their former in- 
clinations. But I know not how it comes to paſs, 
that their diſcourſes are heard as exerciſes of wit, 
rather than inſtructions of piety : and the hearers 
ſet up for judges of the performance, inſtead of 
correcting their own manners. That which car- 
ries an air of ſtrictneſs is conſidered as the fan- 
cy of the peacher, rather than a rule of the 
chriſtian life. But let them, who deſpiſe what 
their miniſters ſay, take care thar they deſpiſe not 
him who ſent them. That they may hear them 


with due regard and profit, they muſt reſpe& 


them for their work's ſake. *Tis indeed a moſt 


: pre- 
1 im. , 1% 
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prepoſterous thing to honour the memory of the 


dead, and not to treat the living with due eſteem 
and reſpect. Me beſeech you, brethren *, ſays St. Paul 
to the Theflalonians, to know (or ſhew reſpe& to 
them) who /abour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you. And to eſteem them highly 
in love for their works ſake. Our bleſſed Lord 
| blames the Jews, who built the tombs of the pro- 

phets, and garniſb d the ſepulchres of the righteous, but 


did not treat him with due reſpect. I am not 


contending for more reſpe& than is due to their 


function well exerciſed: If any uſurp an unrea- 


ſonable dominion over the faith and conſciences 
of their fellow ſervants, in order to promote their 
own intereſt inſtead of ſaving the ſouls of men, let 
them bear the blame, which they juſtly deſerve. 
For our parts, I ſpeak for theſe my brethren as well 


as for my ſelf, we ſhall be ſatisfied with that re- 


ſpect, which is due to our office; which is neceſ- 
ſary for your good, and cannot be denied us with- 


out diſobliging your Lord. We deſire not to have 
our word taken, any farther than 1t 1s agreeable 


to the ſcripture; nor to have any thing received 
as an article of faith, which is not there plainly 


revealed. All our ambition 1s to be uſeful in our . 


places, and we deſire your eſteem and affection, 
that our labours may neither be unprofitable to you, 
nor unpleaſant to our ſelves: that we may give up 
our account with joy, and not with grief. Suffer 
me therefore to put you in mind of what our 


writer ſays to the Hebrews, concerning their 


duty to thoſe miniſters who were alive: f Obey 
them who hade the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves 
(ro all their inſtructions, exhortations, and re- 
proofs, which are agreeable to the will of Chriſt) 


for they watch for your fouls, as they who muſt give | 
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an account that they may do it with joy and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you. 


4. We may from hence obſerve the neceſſity of 
perſeverance in the chriſtian life. *Tis not e- 
nough to ſet out well, bur we muſt hold on to 
the end of the race, if we would be crown'd 


with immortal life. That in which he princi- 


pally excites them to follow their departed mi- 
niſters, was their ſtedfaſtneſs in their holy re- 
ligion, notwithſtanding all the reproach and tri- 
bulation which they endured for the name of 
Chriſt. We are not, blefled be God, exerciſed 
with thoſe ſevere trials, thro' which they paſled : 


but yet there are many other cauſes. of falling 
away, beſides perſecution, Many, who could 
not be moved by the terrors of this world, have 


been overcome by the ſoft allurements of ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, and ſeduced by the deceitfulneſs 
of fin. Hence they fall into a vicious courſe of 
living, and gradually ſlide into unbelief. But tho 
we continue in the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, this 


will not give us a title to heaven, if our con- 


verſation be not as becometh his Goſpel. Hea- 
ven, as I have often told you, is a ſtate of 


perfe& holineſs, for which we muſt be diſpoſed 


by a virtuous courſe of living. Our bleſſed Sa- 


viour did not come to carry us thither unpre- 
pared; but to fit us for it by redeeming us from 


all iniquity, and raiſing us to a heavenly temper 


and life. The glory above is reſerved for them, 


who continue patient in well doing. 


Of this perſeverance our deceaſed brother has 
left us all an excellent example. He was faithful 
in his place as a miniſter, a workman who needed not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. He 
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(24) | 
was a very induſtrious labourer in the work of 
his great maſter, frequently preaching three times 
a day, when he was in his ſtrength and vigour : 
and did not wholly leave off, till he was paſt the 
eightieth year of his age. I am ſenſible that I, 


Who knew him not before his declining years, 
- cannot give his character as a miniſter with 
ſufficient advantage. This however I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that he truly preached Chriſt and him cru- 


cified, not only explaining the method of our com- 
mon ſalvation, but likewiſe faithfully declaring the 
whole will of God. His doctrine was free from 
thoſe new notions, which tend to weaken the 
motives to a good life, which our holy religion 
propounds. He preached the neceſſity of obedi- 
ence as well as of faith, not thinking that in or- 


der to preach Jeſus Chriſt, he muſt ſpeak-meanly 


of thoſe good works, which God has ordained 
that we ſhould walk in them, and ſtrain any text 
to ſpeak of Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, in 
ſpite of the literal ſenſe and the whole context : 


which, whatever end it may anſwer, I cannot ſee 


how it can promote the true knowledge of ſcrip- 


ture, or be reconciled with due reverence for it 
as the word of God. His preaching was ſuitable 


to the great deſign of the grace of God, which is 


to teach us, that denying all ungodlineſs and worldly | 


luſts, we ſhould walk ſoberly, righteouſly. and godly in 
this preſent world *®. Tu 
His diſcourſes, therefore, generally ran upon 


practical and uſeful ſubjects. He did not enter- 
tain his auditory with nice and difficult ſpecu- 


lations, which tend to fill mens heads with con- 
ceit, and to beget unneceſlary diſputes : but nei- 
ther make the heart better, nor reform the ys 
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He well conſidered that a holy converſation is 
more neceſſary to prepare us for heaven than a 
ſet of the trueſt notions : and therefore he 
preached Chriſt, * warning every man, and teaching 
every man in all wiſdom, that he might preſent every man 
perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


He was not only a diligent and uſeful preacher, 


but diſcharged every part of his office with great 


fidelity. He was an excellent example of what he 
taught, His life did not contradi& his publick 
diſcourſes, but was a clear comment upon them, 
and gave weight to all his exhortations. His 
piety towards God was ſincere, unaffected, and 
ſolid. He was a kind relation, and a faithful 
friend, who knew how to give advice, and to keep 
a ſecret. He was humble and modeſt. His tem- 


per was formed on that of his blefied maſier, and 
like the genius of that religion he preached, mild 


and peaceable. His moderation was known to all, 


and no man was farther from that raſh judging 


which our Lord condemns. He had indeed a 
due zeal for the great and plain truths of 
chriſtianity; but in thoſe abſtruſe matters and 
nice ſpeculations, in which the beſt and moſt 
learned men are not agrced, and which have been 


debated with too much warmth, he thought we 


ſhould not be wiſe above what is written, nor 
treat one another uncharitably for our different 


conceptions. To him it juſtly ſeemed a very ill 
thing to trample on the plainett laws of juſtice 


and charity to promote any ſpeculative opinion, 
eſpecially ſince after all, *tis poſſible, we may 
be miſtaken, And when I look back and con- 
ſider what heats and animoſities, what firife and 


_ contention, what uncharitable and untighte- 


ous actions, have proceeded from an intem- 
D perate 
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626) 
perate zeal and unjuſt inquiſition into the private 
ſentiments of men, I cannot but think it a great 
happineſs as well as an excellent virtue in him, 
that he was always for mild and peaceable mea- 
ſures, for charity and forbearance; an enemy to 
contention, cenſ{orjouſneſs, and all the methods of 
perſecution. = 

His charity to the poor was great, conſidering 
his circumſtances. It was his cuſtom to give them 
ſomething when he made them viſits, eſpecially in 
their ſickneſs. He lived frugally, that he might 
have to beſtow, and uſed to give clothing to 
them who wanted. He invited ſome poor per- 


{ons to dine with him at certain times, obſer- 


ving the directions of our bleſſed Lord, who com- 
mands us to bid them who cannot invite us a- 


for him ſometimes in the latter part of his 
He was not a man of art and deſign ; but 
of great plaineſs and ſimplicity. I have never 
heard any man more commended for his inte- 


grity, nor, I believe, more deſervedly. Sincerity, 
the ſoul of all virtue, appeared in his whole con- 
verſation. * His rejoicing was truly this, the teſti- 
mony of his conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 


/trcerity, not with fleſoly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 


he had his converſation in the world, and more a- 
bundantly towards them with whom he was more 


immediately concerned. 


But I cannot now be more particular in men- 
tioning his remarkable temperance, and thoſe | 


other virtues which adorned his ccnverſation ; J. 


and 
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His gratitude for kindneſſes received, is manifeſt | 
from the legacies he gave them who preached 


, 


id 
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and ſhall conclude with that, which finiſhed his 
uſeful life, his conſtant perſeverance in well do- 
ing. His great integrity, thro' the bleſſing of 
God, enabled him to conquer the temprations of 
this World, ſo that his whole life was one con- 
tinued courſe of piety and good works. He was 
ſtedfaſt in thoſe troubleſome times, which pre- 
ceded the glorious reyolution ; and has been al- 
ways happily preſerved from thoſe great failings, 
which have ſometimes blemiſhed the lives of o- 
therwiſe good and valuable men. He maintained 
the honour of his profeſſion and office to the laſt : 
and conſidering the iniquity of the times, and the 


faſhionableneſs of evil-ſpeaking, it is a great hap- 


pineſs that he has not only kept a good conſcience 
towards God, but preſerved an unſtained reputa- 
tion thro' ſo long a courſe of years. Having 
faithfully perſevered, he died in the hope of a 


I blefled reſurrection ; which we doubt not but he 
I will obtain thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 


What now remains but that we bleſs God for 
this excellent example, and follow it in our ſe- 
veral places. Let us who miniſter be like him, 
meek towards all men, f as becometh the ſervants 


J Chriſt; + in all things ſhewing ourſelves patterns 


of good works, in doctrine ſbewing uncorruptneſe, gra- 


Lig, /incerity. Let us be faithful as is required 
Jof them who are ft Stewards of the myſteries of God, 


and give to every one his meat in due fea- 
lon ; let us make full proof of our miniſtry, and im- 


prove our taleats for the good of the church, 
that when the Lord cometh, he may ſay to 
Jerery one of us, as well as to our deceaſed, Bro- 


n- | 
1,1 | 
4. 25. F Tit, ii. 7. TT 1 Cor. iv. 1, 


D 2 ther, 


* He died in the eighty ſixth year of his age, f 2 Tim, 
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ther, * Will done thou good and faithful ſervant, 
thou haſt been faithful over few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord. ee Mo Wh 

| Conſider, my brethren, who are members of 
this congregation, how much you in particular 
are obliged ro remember him, who has ſpoken to 
you the word of God. Forget not thoſe uſeful in- 
ſtructions, thoſe ſerious exhortations to love, peace 
and holineſs, which he has given you from this 
place. You are very free in ſpeaking great things 
of your late paſtor, be as careful to obſerve his 
directions, and to imitate his meelineſs, tempe- 


rance, charity, and other virtues. For theſe forty | 


years in Which he has been your elder, you have 


heard nothing in his publick diſcourſes which 


might leſſen the force of the Chriſtian motives ; 
nor remarked any thing in his converſation which 


might render his perſuaſions ineffectual. Let 


your practice therefore be proportionable to the 


advantages you have enjoy'd, that he may not 
be a witneſs againſt you hereafter; but that you 
may be his glory and joy in the preſence of bur Lord | 
Jeſus Chriſt at his coming. Think often of what | 
he has ſaid to you, of what he would now ſay, | 
if he could ſpeak, How earneſtly would he | 
perſuade you to maintain the worſhip of God in 
your reſpective families; n-t to ſet the leſs, but 
the greater value upon your liberty, for your ha- 
ving enjoy'd it fo long; ro ſhew a juſt ſenſe of 


this great bleſſing, by a conſtant and devout at- 


| tendance on the worſhip of God on the Lord's- 
day? How importunately would he intreat you 
to f walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are 
called, with all loulineſs aud meckieſs, with long 

| fuffer- | 


SF "Mat. XXY. 27. T Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
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ſuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; 
to be ſtedfaſt in the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that ye may be kept by the power of God unto the day 
of ſalvation. * == | 
ar Let the preſent ſolemnity lead us all to re- 
70 I fect ſeriouſly upon the certainty of death: ſince, 
* (Js our writer ſays, is appointed unto men once 
Ce % die, but after this the judgment: From this 
15 ſentence no man living is exempted, however 
>? | diſtinguiſhed by his rank, condition, or en- 
15 | dowments. The guards of a ſovereign prince 
cannot ſecure him from the hand of death, but 
this grim conqueror will enter his palace as 
e | well as the moſt lonely cottage ft. He is not to 
h be bribed by riches, but will lay the moſt 
wealthy mortal in the duſt, on a level with 
h the meaneſt wretch in the world. The wiſe 
and ſtrong have no means to eſcape his ſtroke, 
but muſt yield to him as well as thoſe whom 
t they ſurpaſs in wiſdom and firength, They 
who excel in ſpiritual gifts, and are moſt e- 
4 minent for piety and good works, muſt go the 
it way of all the earth. Youth can be no ſecurity to 
„us, for death ſtrikes the tender infant as well as 
the hoary head. All muſt die, but none will 
7 be happy in their death but they who have 
t lived righteouſly, Let us therefore follow the 
J ſteps of the deceaſed, of all good men, who 
are gone before us into that reſt which remain- 
eth for the people of God. From their conſtan- 
cy we ſee that 'tis poſſible to reſiſt the allure- 
ments of ſin, and to perſevere in the chriſtian 
life. It muſt therefore be our own fault, if we 
> | do not likewiſe continue ſtedfaſt and obtain the 

* Pallida mors æquo pulſat pede pauperum tabernas, 
Regumque turres. Hor. Lib. I, Od. IV. 
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future glory. We know virtue will be moſt for 
our preſent peace, ſatisfact ion, and reputation, 
as well as make us remember'd with honour, 
and accompany us into the happy world above. 
We are under the ſame ties and engagements 
to live well, as they were, and have the word 
of God likewiſe to dire& our ſteps. We have 
the ſame promiſes of divine aſſiſtance and eter- 
nal life to encourage us to reſiſt all temptati- 
ons, and to ſupport us under all the trials of 
our preſent ſtate. And tho the miniſters who 
were the guides of our youth are taken from 


us one after another; let us remember that our 


bleſſed redeemer till liveth- With this conſi de- 
ration our writer animates the Hebrews to ſted- 
faſtneſs in ſeveral places of this epiſtle. Seeing 
then that we have a great high prieſt, who is paſ- 
fed into the heavens, Jeſus the ſon of God, let 


ws hold faſt our profeſſion *. But this man, becauſe 


he continueth ever, hath an unchangable prieſthood. 
Wherefore he is alſo for ever able to fave them 
who come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 
% make interceſſion for them f. This indeed is the 
argument which he urges to move them to fol- 
low their leaders. Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day, and for evermore ff. © Be not 
_ diſcouraged at the death of your miniſters, 
© nor afraid leſt you ſhould not be able to 
follow their faith; for tho they are dead, 
Jeſus Chriſt is ſtill alive, and is the ſame in 
goodneſs and power as he was when they 


cc 
© 
(c 
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(e 


as well as his doctrine and promiſes. Do 


you but give all diligence to make your ral- 


* Ch. iv. 14. 4 Ch. vii. 24. 
Ch. xii, 8. | Re 
de ling 


were living. His compaſſion towards you 
will not fail, and his power is immutable 
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« ling and election ſure, and he will enable you 
* to ſtand, and will reward your perſeverance 
“ with a crown of righteouſneſs at his ſecond 
appearance.“ Let us likewiſe comfort our ſelves 
with the ſame conſideration, and hold out unto 
the end. O! do we not wiſh for that hap- 
py day, when we ſhall enter into the preſence 
of God; when we ſhall ſee the bleſſed Jeſus 
and his holy apoſtles; when we ſhall be with 
all the bright aſſembly of glorified ſaints, and 
thoſe who have been our miniſters here; when 
we. ſhall underſtand thoſe things which are tco 
high for our conceptions at preſent,. and ſhall 


Clive with them in the fulneſs of joy for ever and 
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